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SERMON.

WHEREUNTO I AM ORDAINED A PREACHER.— 1 Tim. ii 7.

Tae first question which will naturally arise here is, where-
unto was the apostle Paul, who is the author of our text, or-
dained a preacher: To what end or purpose was he sent, or
what was he to preach ? To answer this important question,
we have only to refer to the context in which he explains the
matter himself, and explicitly shows whereunto he was ordain-
ed a preacher, namely, that he might proclaim the unsearcha-
ble riches of Christ. For Timothy, to whom he was writing,
this epistle whence our text is chosen, is his own son in the
Gospel, and destined to become a preacher himself. Paul
therefore manifested considerable solicitude on the subject,
that Timothy should be every way worthy, and well qualified
to discharge the important duties which should devolve upon
him in the high and holy calling of a minister of the Gospelo
To this end he instructs him fully in the objects of his mission,
and in the will and character of God, *whom to know is life
eternal.”. ¢T exhort therefore (said he) first of all, that sap-
plications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be
made for all men.”

And what reason does Le assign for this? ¢ Bocause (adds
he,) God will have all men to be saved,” which is the best
reason in the world which he could havé assigned, why we
should pray for the salvation of-all mankind, because it is the
will of God that all should be saved. Otherwise it is a sin to
pray for all, for unless we believe that all will be saved, or
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that it is the will or purpose of God to save all, we pray with-
out faith, and whatsoever is not of faith is sin we are told, and
without faith it is impossible to please God.

“For (continues the apostle) there is one God, and one
Mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who
gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.”
Then follow the words of our text, “ Whereunto I am ordain-
ed a preacher.” To which he adds, * and an apostle, I speak
the truth in Christ, and lie not ; a teacher of the Gentiles in
faith and verity.”

Whence to my comprehension nothing can be plainer, than
that Paul considered himself ordained a preacher to proclaim -
Universal Salvation, which is the glad tidings contained in the
Gospel. Otherwise he certainly would have said something
about that awful place of punishment which is supposed to ex-
ist somewhere, and he would have exhorted Timothy to have
preached it, and to have warned the people against it.
‘Whereas it is a fact well authenticated, and almost too well
known to repeat it here, that he never used the word hell in
any of his writings or discourses, so far as we have any record.

His silence on this subject is ominous of the fact that he
knew nothing of such a place, or that he did not consider it
profitable to preach it, or worthy to be proclaimed, for he says
that he had kept back nothing that was profitable for the peo-
ple to hear, and had shunned not to declare the whole counsel
of God. It was no part of his ministry it seems to strengthen"
the pillars of Partialism, for he never in any portion of his
epistles, held' forth the God of the universe, as a partial, but-
always as a universal Saviour, and hence he suffered reproach
as a preacher of Universalism. ¢ Therefore (said he to Timo- -
thy) we both labor and suffer reproach, because we trust in
the living God, who is the Saviour of all men.” Now had he
proclaimed Chrlst not as a universal, but as a partial and lim-

' ited Saviour — had he limited the Holy One of Israel in regard
_either to His power or His disposition to save all, and at the

“same time flattered- the vamty of the self-righteous, he would -

have escaped reproach; and been extolled to the skies for his
piety. :
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But to proclaim a universal Saviour, and an impartial God
— to make Christ the Saviour of sinners, was intolerable to
the notions of those who wished and expected to be exalted
above their neighbors, and whose vanity was wounded by the
idea of all being saved and made heirs of heaven. Nor is this
" Pharisaical spirit extinct yet, and for this cause all who now
view God as an impartial being, and Christ as a universal Sa-
viour, must like the early Christians endure reproach for en-
tertaining such liberal views. But must we shrink from our
duty to God, and foster human pride, merely for the sake of a
little fleeting popularitg ? Forbid it heaven — forbid it every

thing that is praiseworthy and noble. Let us do our duty and

~ honor God, by proclaiming Him as He is held forth in His

word, as our heavenly Father, who loves all His children alike,
(and we are all His,) and as a proof of His affection, will save
all from sin, and make them holy and happy.

But we call attention again to the words immediately pre-
ceding our text, containing an epitome or summary of the
teachings of the apostle. ‘There is one God,” — not a tri-
une God, or a plurality of Gods as taught by some, but one
God, the creator and preserver of the universe, the kind bene-
factor and friend of the human race,—‘and one Mediator
between God and men,” —not two Mediators as some would
teach, but one Mediator —  the man Christ Jesus,” — not the
God Christ Jesus, but the man Christ Jesus —¢
self a ransom for all,” —not a ransom for a chosen few, the
elect, but the whole human race — to.bé testified in due
time,” viz: to be made manifest in God’s own good time, and
when it shall please Him to do so. Weré ever words more
comprehensive and plain?  And to what do they amount, but
a clear and positive statement or declaration of the fact, of its
being the intention of God to save and bless all ?

But the caviller is ever ready to object and say, ¢ Even ad-
'mitting the fact, what is the use of preaching it ? If all man-
kind are destined to be made the recipients of holiness and
happiness, where is the necessity, sense or propriety of ordain-
ing preachers, and sending them forth to proclaim what will
be any how ?”

‘“ who gave him-
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