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		Principles and Purposes revision — get the PDF
			

	
		I got this a few minutes ago. Because I was asked to spread the word, I’ve attached the cover emails and PDF without alteration (except for formatting).

Feel free to comment here about it. — Scott

Dear Unitarian Universalists:

On behalf of the UUA Commission on Appraisal, I am sending this letter and the enclosed draft to notify you that the Commission is going to recommend changes in Article II, usually referred to as â€œthe Principles and Purposesâ€� in the Associationâ€™s By-Laws. We invite you to review the draft and comment on the changes we are thinking of proposing. Article II of the By-Laws includes other important sections on the Sources of Unitarian Universalism, Non-discrimination, and Freedom of Belief. A little background as to how the Commission has come to recommend these changes and planned timetable for the future of this review process might also be helpful.

October 16, 2008  Deadline for congregational and other responses

	reached out to every UU congregation, held a number of regional hearings and one at each of the General Assemblies in 2007 and 2008, interviewed staff of the UUA, read sermons by UU ministers, consulted with many UU â€œidentity groups,â€� interviewed many leading UU scholars, and received dozens of unsolicited, but very welcome, e-mails, letters and telephone calls;
	devoted time between and during quarterly meetings reviewing, compiling, organizing and reflecting on the mass of data we received; and
	developed the enclosed draft.


Now, itâ€™s your turn. Once again we are asking for your assistance in engaging more voices in this process. As a leader in your UU organization, please make every effort to circulate this as widely as possible. We hope to hear from as many UUs as possible by October 16, 2008. You may send your response by letter addressed to the Commission at 25 Beacon Street Boston MA  02108, by e-mail to coa@uua.org, or, preferably, by responding to the survey found on the first page of the Commissionâ€™s web page at http://www25.uua.org/coa/.

The time line for the rest of this process is:

	October 16, 2008  Deadline for congregational and other responses
	October 23-26, 2008 COA meets to consider responses
	December 15, 2008  Final draft of our proposal sent to UUA Board
	June 24-28, 2009  General Assembly. At GA the CoA will hold a hearing, provide a written and verbal report, and host a Mini-assembly. Delegates will vote on preliminary approval (simple majority required).
	June 23-27, 2010  General Assembly. 2/3 majority vote required for adoption.


Please accept our deepest gratitude for the responses you have already given regarding the Article II review and for all you do working to create the Beloved Community.

Sincerely,

Orlanda Brugnola, Chair

For the Commission on Appraisal

That came within an email:

I am writing you in your role as contact person for a listserv posted on the UUA website. The below letter announces the Commission on Appraisal has drafted a revison to Article II, known as the Principle and Purposes, describes some of the work undertaken so far and asks for additional comments. The deadline for comments is October 16 so we need your help getting word to those on the list(s) you administer to reach as many people as possible.

Thank you for your help,

Jacqui C. Williams

Member, UUA Commission on Appraisal

Again, the PDF.
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			By Scott Wells			

			 Scott Wells, 46, is a Universalist Christian minister doing Universalist theology and church administration hacks in Washington, D.C.

			View all of Scott Wells's posts.		

	

		




			
							1 comment					


			
			
				
					
												Patrick McLaughlin says:					


					
						Monday, 1 September 2008 at 11:33 pm					


									

				
					Short form: gag

What’s the point of investing the immense amount of time and effort involved in discussion in congregations, of General Assembly time and effort (for TWO GAs) to install a revision that consists of enshrining almost unchanged language (I’ve seen no change of weight or consequence) and equally non-poetic explication?

I was excited by what might be coming–and this is so underwhelming as to literally astonish me.  I’ll just plan to cancel the Adult R.E. program that was going to address the meaning of the principles and the revision… and the weight and import of the changes.  This?  This falls to the level of trying to get fired up over a comma.
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			The Boy in the Bands is a record of the passing thoughts of Scott Wells, now more cultural and less churchly. That side of my writing is now at revscottwells.com, thought I'll keep an archive here, too.

I'm proud of my employer and colleagues, but the opinions here are mine.
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